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FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS 
 
Official publications from other countries are those materials that are published by 
governments in a variety of formats.  These are intended for wide public distribution and 
not just for internal purposes.  Many of the documents are now available online through 
official government websites. 
 

 
Gateways/Portals to Official Foreign Government Websites 

 
Foreign Governments:  Comprehensive Web Site Listings (University of Michigan Library 
Documents Center) 
http://www.lib.umich.edu/govdocs/forcomp.html
 
Provides links to both national and local governments.   
 
The links for national governments are divided into: 
 

• Comprehensive Lists = include links to web sites that have gathered together 
web sites from other organizations.  These include: 

o Regional Lists = include links to Eurasia Research Center website and 
United Nations and Decolonization website 

o Ministry Lists = links to various ministries, eg.  environmental ministers, 
national libraries, parliaments of the world, etc. 

o Foreign Embassies = links to websites that have gathered together 
websites for embassies, consular offices, etc. 

 
The links for local governments are divided into:   
 

• European Local Government Officers Data Base 
• International Chamber of Commerce Directory 
• Official City Web Sites 
• Sister Cities International 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lib.umich.edu/govdocs/forcomp.html
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Sample Pages: 
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS (IGOs) 

 
The Union of International Associations, the “…world’s oldest, biggest and most 
comprehensive source of information on global civil society…”, in its publication, 
Yearbook of International Organizations, defines intergovernmental organizations as 
bodies: 
 

a. being based on a formal instrument of agreement between the governments of 
nation states;  

b. including three or more nation states as parties to the agreement;  
c. possessing a permanent secretariat performing ongoing tasks.  

 
In most cases, intergovernmental organizations are created through international treaties 
or agreements.  The organization is then registered and listed in the Yearbook of 
International Organizations. 
 

 
Gateways/Portals to Intergovernmental Organizations 

 
• International Documents Collections (Northwestern University Library) 
      http://www.library.northwestern.edu/govinfo/resource/internat/igo.html
 
      Includes: 
 

• Intergovernmental Organization Search Engine from Indiana University 
• List of IGO websites in alphabetical order.  Includes links to press releases 

and publications. 
 

      Sample Page: 
 

 
 

http://www.library.northwestern.edu/govinfo/resource/internat/igo.html
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• International Organizations and Related Information (University of Michigan Library 

Documents Center) 
      http://www.lib.umich.edu/govdocs/intl.html
 
      Gives links to selected IGOs and IGO programs 
 
     
 
      Sample Page: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
• Union of International Associations (UIA) 
      http://www.uia.be/
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lib.umich.edu/govdocs/intl.html
http://www.uia.be/
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• UIA Online Databases 
      http://www.diversitas.org/db/x.php
 
      Sample Page: 
 

 

 
 
 
NB.  Most of these databases require subscription and, therefore, the information 
is inaccessible.  At this time, there are no universities in Canada who have a 
subscription to this database. 
 
• Links to International Organizations Selected From Yearbook of International 

Organizations 
      http://www.uia.org/extlinks/pub.php
 
      Includes the most comprehensive list IGOs and NGOs on the Internet.   These               
      “…pages are generated from information storied in the database used to create 
      the Yearbook of International Organizations”. 
      NB.  These links take you to the UIA Database, again, not accessible, except 
      by subscription. 
 

http://www.diversitas.org/db/x.php
http://www.uia.org/extlinks/pub.php
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Sample Pages: 
 

 
 
 

Search Engine for Searching Intergovernmental Organizations 
 
Intergovernmental Organization Search Engine (Indiana University, Bloomington) 
http://www.libraries.iub.edu/index.php?pageId=4173
 
This is an experimental search engine developed by David Oldenkamp and Indiana 
University.  It is used for finding information from intergovernmental organizations 
(IGOs).  “The IGO Search searches across hundreds of IGO websites, enabling users to 
research topics…”,  
 
There are a variety of ways to conduct a search including: 
 

• Google Search 
• Swiki Search (a custom search portal and widget, a combination of a search and 

a wiki) 
• PSS! Search 

 
      
 
 
 

http://www.libraries.iub.edu/index.php?pageId=4173


 7

 
     Sample Pages: 
 

 

 
 
 

NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS (NGOs) 
 

The Economic and Social Council of the United Nations (ECOSOC) has defined a 
nongovernmental organization as: 
 
 "Any international organization which is not established by inter-governmental 
agreement shall be considered as a non-governmental organization for the purpose of 
these arrangements, including organizations which accept members designated by 
government authorities, provided that such membership does not interfere with the free 
expression of views of the organization." 
 
There is some disagreement on this definition and no clear one exists.   
 
The abbreviation INGO (international nongovernmental organization) tends to be used 
by the academic community.  The abbreviation NGO (nongovernmental organization) is 
favoured by the United Nations system.   The academic community uses NGO to refer to 
a national NGO.  The organizations themselves tend to refer to themselves as NGOs 
rather than INGOs. 
 
There is no single formal procedure for registering NGOs.  There are several 
approaches including: 
 

• Registration in the Yearbook of International Organizations.  International NGOs 
are listed and profiled. 
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• International and national NGOs may apply for a consultative relationship with 
intergovernmental bodies like the United Nations, UNESCO, Council of Europe, 
etc. 

Nongovernmental Organizations Websites:  A Selection
 
NGOs That Have Consultative Status with an IGO 
 

• NGO Global Network (consultative status with the United Nations) 
      http://www.ngo.org/

 
This is the homepage of nongovernmental organizations associated with the       
United Nations.  It includes links to the organizations.  There is an alphabetical 
listing as well as listings by subject/category. 

 
 
Sample Page: 
 

 
 
 

http://www.ngo.org/
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• United Nations at Geneva (UNOG)(consultative status with ECOSOC of the 

United Nations) 
 http://www.unog.ch/80256EE60057E07D/(httpHomepages)/80A3DF6327DDD70
 180256F040066C85C?OpenDocument
 Includes nongovernmental organizations that have Consultative Status with the 
 Economic and Social Council of the United Nations.  Includes a searchable NGO 
 database. 
 
 Sample Page: 
 

 

http://www.unog.ch/80256EE60057E07D/(httpHomepages)/80A3DF6327DDD70180256F040066C85C?OpenDocument
http://www.unog.ch/80256EE60057E07D/(httpHomepages)/80A3DF6327DDD70180256F040066C85C?OpenDocument
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Includes an NGO Database that is searchable. 
 
Sample Page: 
 

 
 
 Example:  The NGO database is searchable by field of activity. 
 
 

Sample Page: 
 

 
 

Details about the organization including the URL for their website are provided: 
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 Sample Results Page for a search on Environment as a Field of Activity: 
 

 
 
 

• Non-governmental Organisations (NGOs) (consultative status with the Council of 
Europe) 
http://www.coe.int/T/E/NGO/public/
 
Since its foundation the Council of Europe has developed working relations with 
non-governmental organisations which: (i) directly represent the general public, 
(ii) are relays for efficient mutual communication, (iii) can furnish advice and take 
action. In most areas, the Council of Europe works in close co-operation with 
non-governmental organisations which it considers an essential part of the 
democratic process. 

 
 
o List of INGOs Enjoying Participatory Status with the Council of Europe 
 http://www.coe.int/t/e/ngo/public/participatory_status/list_of_ngos/liste_de
 s_OING_2006_internet.asp#TopOfPage
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.coe.int/T/E/NGO/public/
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Sample Page: 
 

 
 

o Database of INGOs (NGO Database)  
 http://coe-ngo.org/WebForms/NgoList.aspx?L=en
 
 Sample Page: 
 

 
 

The database is searchable by keyword, Countries, Grouping (eg. Civil 
Society and Democracy in Europe, Countryside and Environment, Education 
and culture, Human Rights, etc.), and Areas of competence (eg. Health, 
Human Rights, Rule of Law, etc.) 
 

 
 

http://coe-ngo.org/WebForms/NgoList.aspx?L=en


 13

Sample Page of search on Rule of Law: 
 

 
 
 

• Registry of Civil Society Organizations within the Organization of American 
States (consultative status with the Organization of American States (OAS))  
http://www.civil-society.oas.org/Pages/Registry_ENG.htm

 
Sample Page: 

 

 
 

o Also includes links to other civil society organizations not necessarily 
affiliated with the OAS. 

http://www.civil-society.oas.org/Pages/Registry_ENG.htm
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Links to Civil Society Organizations 
http://www.civil-society.oas.org/Pages/LINKS_CSO_ENG.htm

 
Sample Page: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by:  Dani Pahulje, Liaison Librarian for Political Science and Government 
Publications, University of Calgary Library, May 1, 2008 
 
 

http://www.civil-society.oas.org/Pages/LINKS_CSO_ENG.htm

